St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Christ the King + Sunday, November 22, 2020
INTRODUCTION
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end,
the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked,
sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured
and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory
over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as
our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will assume the
role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant
David,” who will feed and care for the people.
A reading from Ezekiel.

11Thus

says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall
feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at
all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will
save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and
sheep.
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
12As

PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a
1Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7aFor the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead.
The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the
age to come.
A reading from Ephesians.
15I

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the
head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is
done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY How Great Thou Art (ELW 856)

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all
social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves
have been served. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide
for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending
divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have
stripped away. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In you is health, wholeness and peace, bring healing to all who are suffering from
illness and disease and to all who struggle to live with chronic conditions, especially

those we name before you now … Make us instruments of peace and encouragement.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended
to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need
around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
We give our offerings in praise and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us in Jesus Christ
and for the sake of Jesus’ ongoing mission and ministry in this world. We have been entrusted to
carry out this mission Jesus’ name, bringing the good news of Jesus to the people of this
community and around the world. Please, take a minute of your time to make an electronic gift
through the St. Paul’s Website www.stpauls-edison.org/online-giving.html. Please consider
making this gift a recurring gift. You may also mail your offering to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
445 Old Post Rd., Edison NJ 08817.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life
with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your selfgiving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday afternoon Zoom Bible Study, Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. (Sign up to join the
conversation: https://calendly.com/james-krombholz/bible-and-bagels).
Thursday evening Zoom Bible at 7:00 p.m. (Sign up to join the conversation: https://
calendly.com/james-krombholz/thursday-evening-bible-study).
Bedtime Prayers on Zoom. Every evening at 9:00 p.m. (e-mail
PastorJim2006@icloud.com to request log in links and/or phone number)
In-Person Gatherings. The St. Paul’s community will continue to gather online as its
primary place of assembly until the risk of developing and spreading COVID-19 is
greatly diminished. To supplement our online gatherings, we are offering an in-person
services indoors on Saturday evening and outdoors on Sunday morning. Our next
service of evening prayer with holy communion will be on Saturday, November 28, at
5:30 p.m. THIS SERVICE IS SCHEDULED TO OCCUR IN THE SANCTUARY. And
our next in-person Sunday Worship will be a service of Holy Communion for the
First Sunday of Advent, November 22, at 10 a.m. At the current time, we are planning
an experiment for Advent-Christmas worship on Sunday mornings. We will gather
outdoors for our welcome, confession and forgiveness, opening hymn and lighting of
the Advent wreath. Next, if the weather is cold, we will move indoors for the WORD
and MEAL portions of the service (scripture, sermon, prayers and communion). The
service will still be broadcast to the parking lot if you do not wish to enter the sanctuary.
The service concludes with a sending hymn and blessing outdoors.
For these services we ask that you sign up in advance so we know who and how
many people are planning to attend. To sign up to attend, please use the registration
link in the e-mail announcement, your virtual bulletin and on the St. Paul’s Website, or
by calling the church office. We are asking that all who attend, in-person services abide
by these three simple rules: 1) Always wear a face covering; 2) Maintain social
distancing by giving your neighbor at least six-feet of personal space; 3) Treat your
fellow worshipers with love and respect by actively looking out for their safety and well
being.
Share some food or volunteer. You can donate non-perishable food to the food pantry
by placing your donations in the box located outside the glass door entrance to the
lounge. If you would like to volunteer in our food pantry, please call Jane Brady.
Volunteers: We could use people to help us in the following areas:
• Ushers
• Online greeters
• Prayer team

BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Shout to the Lord, sing 2x (ELW 821)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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