St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
10th Sunday after Pentecost+ Saturday, August 13, 2022

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our
undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
You are the treasured people of the LORD,
a people holy to the LORD our God.
Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to your children.
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie
down and when you rise.
One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.
SCRIPTURE SONG
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.
Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe;
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations.
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name?
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.
For you alone are the Holy One.
All nations will draw near and worship before you,
for your just and holy works have been revealed.
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share
your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and
greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter
of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 23:23-29
Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection.
Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word,
and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like
worthless straw.
A reading from Jeremiah.
23Am

I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret
places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the
LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How long? Will the hearts of the prophets
ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own
heart? 27They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one
another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a
dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What
has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says the
LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 82
1God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
2“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?
3Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
4rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
I say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;
7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.’ ”
8Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.
6Now

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 11:29--12:2
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we
find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to
this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.
A reading from Hebrews.
29By

faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell
after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.
32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted,
tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.
39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart
from us, be made perfect.
12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you!
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you!
Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the Scriptures.
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you!
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you!
GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to
God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even
from those they love.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is
completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; 53they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know
how to interpret the present time?”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen

PEACE
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one
another, live in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
We give our offerings in praise and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us in Jesus Christ
and for the sake of Jesus’ ongoing mission and ministry in this world. We have been entrusted to
carry out this mission Jesus’ name, bringing the good news of Jesus to the people of this
community and around the world. Please, take a minute of your time to make an electronic gift
through the St. Paul’s Website www.stpauls-edison.org/online-giving.html. Please consider
making this gift a recurring gift, and look for ways to grow in your giving for the sake of Christ’s
mission through this congregation. You may also mail your offering to St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, 445 Old Post Rd., Edison NJ 08817.
OFFERTORY
Glory to you, God, for yours is the earth; yours the anointing, the radiant worth.
Ours the rejoicing for spirits aflame; ours the thanksgiving to your holy name.
Ours be the telling of deeds greatly done; yours be the glory, O God, yours alone.
Let us pray.
God, our Creator,
you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature. With
these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to delight in
your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God's extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to
serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe,
and bless the work of St. Paul's ecumenical and interfaith partners that share our space
and aid in serving the community. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural
disasters. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life
and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a
desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are
vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by
racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against based
on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade
our fellow human beings. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with
those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep especially for those we name out
loud, in our hearts, or online... In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have gone
before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in
you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WALKING THEOLOGY WITH VICAR DAN. Wednesday, August 17, at 7:00 p.m. Do
you like exploring the outdoors? Interested in engaging with your faith while enjoying
fresh, summer air? Join Vicar Dan and connect with others at Roosevelt Park for
conversation, sightseeing, birdwatching, and prayer. Each week we will focus on a topic

from the Bible and let the Holy Spirit lead our time together. Weather permitting. Meet
in the parking lot near the skating rink and lake.
MOVIE NIGHT. Saturday, August 27, at 6:30 p.m. Come out for a night of food,
fellowship and a movie (Matilda). Bring your family. Invite your friends.
WHEN BEING CHURCH IS LIKE RIDING A ROLLER COASTER. Saturday,
September 10. It’s the NJ Synod Day at Great Adventure! Bring your friends for a funfilled day for all of us to gather together as a synod.
• Location: Six Flags Great Adventure, Jackson NJ
• Cost: $10 per person (before Aug 15)
(Cost includes admission to park, lunch, worship, synod ministry fair, & parking). All
Registration is open! Visit the website for more details www.njsynod.org/synodday
BIBLE STUDY. Make plans to join a Bible Study this Fall.
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. — Starting again September 7
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. — On Zoom.
DAILY PRAYER. Daily prayer is one of the means the Holy Spirit uses to keep us in
faith. Here are two ways to make daily prayer part of your life: a daily service of
morning prayer and a daily service of night prayer.
Morning Prayer: Start each day (Monday through Saturday) with a brief service of
Morning Prayer. This service is available as an audio file on the St. Paul's Website
and the St. Paul's Facebook each morning. You can listen and pray along from your
home or take it with you as you exercise or commute.
Night Prayer: End your day in prayer and fellowship. This ongoing prayer group
meets on Zoom each night at 9:00 p.m. to share what has been happening in their
day, to let go of each day's trouble and to participate in a brief service of night
prayer. Zoom log info: Meeting ID = 401 244 599 + Password: 042662.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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