
St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
4 Lent + Saturday, March 18, 2023 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel 
for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind healed 
by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In 
baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we 
are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed 
king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, 
and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our 
daily lives.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ! Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your 
Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy 
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.

Amen

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE
Lord, have mercy:

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy:

Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy:

Lord, have mercy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 
Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with 
the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.

A reading from 1 Samuel.
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer 
with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He 
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.  
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is 
now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 
8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 



has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
 1The LORD is my shepherd;  
  I shall not be in want.  
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures  
  and leads me beside still waters.  
 3He revives my soul  
  and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake.  
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  
  you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.  
 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness 
to the things of God.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
A: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
P: 3Jesus answered,



J: “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works 
might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.”
P: 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him,
J: “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
P: (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,
A: “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”
P: 9Some were saying,
A: “It is he.” 
P: Others were saying,
A: “No, but it is someone like him.” 
P: He kept saying, 
B: “I am the man.” 
P: 10But they kept asking him, 
A: “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
P: 11He answered,
B: “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
P: 12They said to him,
A: “Where is he?” 
P: He said, 
B: “I do not know.”  

P:  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees 
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
B:  “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 
P: 16Some of the Pharisees said, 
A: “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” 
P: But others said, 
A: “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 



P: And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, 
A: “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 
P: He said, 
B: “He is a prophet.”  

P: 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them,
A:  “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
P: 20His parents answered, 
D: “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know 
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. 
He will speak for himself.” 
P: 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, 
A: “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 
P: 25He answered, 
B: “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” 
P: 26They said to him, 
A: “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
P: 27He answered them, 
B: “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
P: 28Then they reviled him, saying, 
A: “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
P: 30The man answered,
B: “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” 



P: 34They answered him, 
A: “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
P: And they drove him out.  
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
J: “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
P: 36He answered, 
B: “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
P: 37Jesus said to him, 
J: “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.”
38He said,
B: “Lord, I believe.”
P: And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, 
J: “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind.”
P: 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 
A: “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 
P: 41Jesus said to them,
J: “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 
remains.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God's abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever 
in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have 
made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest 
mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
Powerful God, you anoint kings and queens, and establish rulers. Guide the work of 
heads of state and elected officials, especially the governments of Edison and New 
Jersey. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede the well-
being of all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch 
over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve, especially 
those we name out loud, in our hearts, or list online... Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with 
hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community, 
especially the St. Paul's food pantry. Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for 
your people. We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others and continue to 
inspire us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.



OFFERING
We give our offerings in praise and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us in Jesus Christ 
and for the sake of Jesus’ ongoing mission and ministry in this world. We have been entrusted to 
carry out this mission Jesus’ name, bringing the good news of Jesus to the people of this 
community and around the world. Please, take a minute of your time to make an electronic gift 
through the St. Paul’s Website www.stpauls-edison.org/online-giving.html. Please consider 
making this gift a recurring gift, and look for ways to grow in your giving for the sake of Christ’s 
mission through this congregation. You may also mail your offering to St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 445 Old Post Rd., Edison NJ 08817.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence, Lord, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, 
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith 
and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:

http://www.stpauls-edison.org/online-giving.html


SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word, inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering
in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup before you,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.



And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide 
in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and 
forever.

Amen



ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHOIR PRACTICE. Today after worship. There will a brief choir rehearsal in the 
sanctuary after worship Sunday.
WALKING AT MENLO MALL. Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Call your friends and 
put on your walking shoes and meet at the entrance to Nordstrom under the cover of 
the parking garage and enjoy fellowship and walk around the park. 
MIDWEEK SOUP SUPPERS IN LENT. Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., starting 
March 1. Set aside Wednesday evenings in March as a time to gather for soup, study 
and prayer. Share your family’s favorite soup, bring some bread or make a salad to 
share. Sign up in the lounge.
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE

Palm Passion Sunday, April 2, 10 a.m. Our worship begins with a palm 
procession led by our children and choir. At this service, the congregation will 
read the story of Jesus’ Passion from Matthew’s Gospel. During the reading of 
the Passion, Sunday school students will participate in a Holy Week lesson that 
puts them in the story.
Maundy Thursday. April 6, 7 p.m. A service of Holy Communion  that begins 
the liturgy of the three days.
Good Friday, April 7, 7 p.m. A service of Tenebrae or shadows that immerses us 
in the story of Jesus’ crucifixion with music, light and darkness.
Easter Vigil, April 8, 7 p.m. The liturgy of the three days comes to a close with a 
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.
Easter Sunday, April 9, 10 a.m. A festival celebration of the Resurrection of our 
Lord with music from our Glory Band and Choir.

3FT FAMILY EGG HUNT. Join us on Saturday, April 8 at 10 a.m. for a family egg hunt 
and children's social. Bring your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and 
neighbors to design a bag, collect and discover goodies, listen to music, color, and enjoy 
refreshments. There may be a special surprise visitor too! Rain or shine. Please sign up 
on the sheet in the lounge.

BIBLE STUDY.
There will be no Wednesday Bible Studies in Lent.
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.

DAILY PRAYER. Daily prayer is one of the means the Holy Spirit uses to keep us in 
faith. Here are two ways to make daily prayer part of your life: a daily service of 
morning prayer and a daily service of night prayer.

Morning Prayer: Start each day (Monday through Saturday) with a brief service of 
Morning Prayer. This service is available as an audio file on the St. Paul's Website 

https://weebly.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2bef8fa1f0c98773649c8f2f2&id=7377ec12cc&e=42fb0ebf0a


and the St. Paul's Facebook each morning. You can listen and pray along from your 
home or take it with you as you exercise or commute.
Night Prayer: End your day in prayer and fellowship. This ongoing prayer group 
meets on Zoom each night at 9:00 p.m. to share what has been happening in their 
day, to let go of each day's trouble and to participate in a brief service of night 
prayer. Zoom log info: Meeting ID = 401 244 599 + Password: 042662

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ! Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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